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My thesis draws upon earlier studies that have investigated young people’s attitudes to violence against women but will differ from them in two respects: (i) the focus is on younger children (aged ten and eleven) and (ii) the aim is to identify and critically explore both the content and construction of their attitudes. Young people will be given the opportunity to participate in the initial stages of the research, defining the concepts around the themes of family and friendships, gender and conflict and violence which will later form the basis of the discussions. The group discussions (using self-selected pairs or threes) will take place in their own school environment. The research is framed by a feminist perspective and seeks to further develop methods of working with young(er) people whilst exploring their attitudes to gender and the social problem of violence against women. The thesis also aims to contribute to policy formation by exploring the direction future preventive and awareness raising work should take.

